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lying in naked heaps, despoiled by marauders.
They had then taken up their position facing the
English: with Prischerrnont on their "right, Mon
Plaisir, south-west of Hougomont, on their left,
and the farm of Belle Alliance as their centre. To
the south-east of Belle Alliance lies the not in-
considerable village of Plancenoit which was to
be the chief scene of operations, for Bulow's
corps. The distance between the two armies
was less than it would be in a modern battle where
cannon have a much longer range, and nowhere
exceeded three-quarters of a mile.

It was well for the Prussians that Napoleon was
in no haste that day to begin the battle. He had
not the least suspicion that they were straining
every nerve to reach him, and believed them as we
have said, to be hors de combat. As for the English
his one fear was that they might in some way
escape him: "We shall be most fortunate if they
stand and face us," he is reported to have said.
At one o'clock at night, in the pouring rain, he had
visited his outposts to make sure that his intended
prey was still there. The next morning he had
taken time for a comfortable breakfast and
then, possibly to impose upon his enemies and
flaunt his superiority in their faces, had held a
review of his troops as if on a parade-ground.
The music played Partant pour la Syrie, the
banners were lowered before him, and the men
cried uVive 1'Empereur," doubtless for the last
time. He himself wrote later of this display: